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For this project, I have been asked to produce a low budget 5-10-minute short film using single camera techniques, to demonstrate my ability towards creating media using this method.
I would proudly like to propose a short film idea using single camera techniques, which will showcase a heart-wrenching and engaging narrative that follows a protagonist, as he overcomes the unbearable obstacles of dealing with a loved one’s death.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Brief storyline: My idea will be produced in a non-linear sequence due to the inclusion of flashbacks of memories between the two best friends, which will strengthen the element of emotion due to the memories being no longer realistic, but only something living inside his head. The death of his best friend (Allen) will take place during the introduction/beginning of the film, as I am basing the overall film on the symptoms in which Liam experiences due to the loss. I am doing this because I believe the majority of people have experienced the loss of a loved one, which will increase the size of my audience as they would be able to relate towards the protagonist. The way in which Allen dies is not revealed to the audience, which I believe will increase the sense of mystery as we don’t know what happened to his body, which is then later on revealed. One of my aims is to make my audience feel involved in the film or to be able relate to the protagonist, so I think this is a good way of achieving this goal, as we only know what the protagonist knows. After visiting Allen’s grave, a sense of mystery is added to the plot when he receives a video from an unknown number. I believe incorporating mystery with emotional drama is a great idea because I find that it is unique. The video consists of Allen talking to the camera in an indistinct location. Liam is then instructed to visit a number of locations that lead towards clues of Allen’s whereabouts.
Themes: As I’ve mentioned, one of my aims when producing this short film, is to make the audience feel involved in the film and using specific themes will help me towards achieving this goal. The protagonist mood is mainly miserable throughout the film, meaning I will be using an unsaturated and gloomy colour scheme to enhance the feeling of unhappiness during the film. I will also be adding a touch of blue to the overall colour of the footage, due to the film being based around the protagonist’s depression. During the introductory scene, I will contrast the idea of sadness, by using a lighter and more vibrant colour arrangement, to emphasise how happy Liam was while Allen was still alive. I believe this is a good way to make the audience feel sorry for the protagonist or relate to how his sense of happiness had been stripped from him. When it comes to transitions and editing, I will be keeping cuts less frequent and will be adding some footage using slow motion. I believe slow motion will add to the element of sadness. I will also be using natural lighting because my production is more of a realist film rather than an anti-realist, meaning that my aim is to make my short film as realistic as possible due to the topic being a frequent occurrence in our everyday lives. I would like to create a reflection of reality through the production of this project by using these specific themes. When it comes to sound, I will aim to include clear and dry dialogue and potentially add reverb towards a few of the scenes. The adjustment of reverb will emphasise how we are entering the protagonists head and is a good technique to separate scenes that are hallucinatory. The theme of my sound throughout the film will include a lot of silence to further emphasise how the protagonist feels empty without his best friend.
Audience & Medium: As I’ve previously mentioned, I would like to aim the film towards people who can personally relate to the protagonist. This is because I believe they would have a deeper understanding of what the character is going through. However, I believe my film would be suited to almost all audiences, as everyone experiences losses of loved one. But to those who haven’t, I believe I could provide a quick glimpse into the life of someone who has, which could be beneficial towards preparing them. The target audience of my film will also be towards lovers of mystery or people who like to solve things. This is due to the element of mystery in my film. The narrative of my film allows audiences to figure things out for themselves as some key details are not revealed (e.g. how Allan dies or who sends the video). I believe letting the audience figure out the narrative is a great technique when it comes to making them feel more involved, which is why I believe this would be great towards those who love solving mysteries. Overall, I think the film will be well suited towards most audiences, apart from younger children who might find it difficult to understand the plot and they might not have learnt about death yet or experienced it. My film will be released on the majority of popular streaming services like Netflix and Amazon Prime. I believe putting my film on popular streaming services will expend my modern audience as people tend to use these rather than watch television.
Legal, Ethical and Moral Issues: My film will include minimal swearing and will not include any forms of drug use or conform to stereotypes. My film will not be based on a specific true story but will aim towards creating a relation towards audiences who have personally experienced a loss. I am aiming to make my film suitable towards all audiences without the involvement of offensive content like blasphemy. I will do this by choosing dialogue that does not involve language that is offensive towards people with religion. I will also be making sure that I include minimal swearing or violent imagery to make it more suitable for sensitive audiences. I will be using and editing music from ‘Filmstro’, which is a music provider that allows me to edit soundtracks from a variety of categories. I currently have a paid membership/license that grants me permission to take music from their selection, preventing me from facing copyright claims. I will also be using my own footage throughout the full duration of the film and editing it through the software ‘Premiere Pro’. My film will be age rated 12, as it will not include any violent imagery, excessive swearing or blasphemy.
Contingency plans: When producing any type of production, you must think about the potential issues you might face. This is why it is a good idea to think of back up plans in advance. These issues could include crew not turning up, poor weather, batteries running out etc. It is always a good idea to plan and agree to specific dates with your crew, however you must always plan a contingency. A contingency plan for this issue to have a list of additional shots that do not include the absent member or to collect improvised footage you could potentially include. You must also make sure that you have everyone’s contact details to confirm the safety of your absent crew members. You could also make sure to have a back-up actor who is consistently available. When it comes to equipment it is always a good idea to bring spares, e.g. batteries, SD cards etc. This is to prevent the issue of your camera running out of battery or storage, which are two major issues that you have already solved by simply planning to bring spares. I believe the weather isn’t a major issue when it comes to my film because any type of weather will suit my film, whether it be raining or dry. However, extreme weather might cause damage to the equipment so it is a good idea to plan a wide timeframe of availability in case you need to cancel. You could also use the time to shoot interior shots.
Production Staff/Talent: My overall production will include a team of three people, myself and two other actors. I will be taking on the roles of directing, editing, script writing and camera operating. I wish also be in charge of determining the safety of my crew members. My production will include only two characters, Liam and Allan, who will be played by Brandon Payne and Charlie Wooden.
Locations: Various locations will include everyday settings, to emphasise the element of realism. These locations will include a church, cemetery, forest, bus and bedroom. I have chosen these locations because they are relevant to the storyline and play a huge role when it comes to intensifying the narrative. Using these everyday locations to enhance the element of realism and will appeal to audiences who prefer realist films.
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