



In this video, I will be outlining 2 types of audio set ups. Each of these set ups are used for opposing environments, which will be the studio and exterior on-location recording. The following set ups I will be showing you will include equipment that will help you get that high-quality audio, even if you are on a low budget. 

ON-LOCATION SET UP

-So, I will firstly be explaining an exterior on-location set up that I would definitely recommend, if you are a beginner or if you’re just simply looking for recording equipment that comes at a great price. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]-So, audio recording can be seen as a difficult task; however, you can still collect high-quality audio with the right equipment. 

-In this example, I will be using the Comica vm10-II along with the zoom H1n. These come at a great price, marketing at around £50 for the microphone and £100 for the recorder. 

-So, Location and studio set ups have their differences and similarities, however one is more adapted towards being used on-the-go and outside, where there is much more background noise to tackle, such as wind. 

-The following on-location set up is great for this reason as it minimises any background noises or ambience. 

-But how do we set it up? and what techniques can we use when it comes to using the equipment? 

-So, first of all you want to grab your Comica vm10-II, while in your desired location, Today I will be in an exterior location where it is very windy, so I can accurately show you the great advantages that comes with this microphone. 

-This microphone is a directional microphone, meaning you will need to point it towards your sound source. 

-After this, you will then want to grab your audio cable to connect the microphone to the Zoom H1 recorder. 

-But before we get onto explaining how the microphone works, let talk about the particular recorder I am using. 

-So, the Zoom H1 is a great asset when it comes to recording audio, as it offers professional-quality stereo recording at an affordable price, while also being portable and easy to function. 

-On the front we can see various functions including the input level which you can manually set yourself by turning the dial at the top or selecting the ‘Auto Level’ button, which automatically changes the input level while you are recording. You also have more basic functions like the stop, start, fast forward and backward buttons which are pretty self-explanatory. 

-The zoom h1n also comes with its own 2 microphones, which I will not be demonstrating today, but they can still be adapted towards exterior audio recording by purchasing a dead cat. 

-On the sides of the device we a singular microphone input, which is red and a green headphone jack, which enables you to listen to what you are recording. you can also find the power, lock and delete functions on the sides of the recorder. 

-So, moving back onto the comica microphone. After connecting the two devices using your jack cable, you will then need additional items to help improve your sound and make the overall microphone more suitable for exterior recording. 

-I will be using a windshield, to cancel out any unwanted background sounds that are picked up from the microphone such as wind, trees and just the general ambience of the particular environment. 

-And this is the complete on-location set-up for high quality audio recording. Don’t forget that this microphone is also compatible with a variety of different equipment. Such as your phone or camera. 

STUDIO SET UP

-Now that we’ve talked about on-location setups, let’s move onto studio set-ups. 

-So, studio sound recording is known to be the best way to capture clear and high-quality audio but why is this? 

-Studio recording has such great quality not solely due to the quality of equipment used, but due to the overall environment within the studio. Studios are built using various elements that isolate sound like sound proofing, which helps minimise background noises. So, if you are looking you build your own studio, you will need to think about the following tips. 

-So first I will be talking about a typical industry standard studio. So, studio set ups are a stationary type of setup that typically includes a microphone, audio interface, speakers/headphones and a PC with software. 

-This type of setup is not made to be portable and is used to record audio such as voiceovers or Foley due to the intense sound isolation. 

-This set up involves a lot of wiring and connecting cables, which potentially causes numerous safety hazards, however you can safely connect the cables using the following tips. 

-So how is a typically studio set up? In this example, I will be using the Rode NT1-A, which is a condenser microphone. This microphone captures sound better on one particular side which is implied by a silver dot, meaning you will need to position the microphone facing towards your sound source. 

-This particular condenser is a great option when it comes to recording voiceovers or Foley sound. This is due to its wide frequency range, which will help you capture those lower and higher sounds. 

-So, my microphone is place onto an adjusted stand that allows cables to safely be connected from the bottom of the mic and into the audio interface. You can reduce the length of the wiring by neatly wrapping it around the microphone stand. This reduces the chance of your cables tangling up or having tight turns which causes cracking within the material of the cables, potentially reducing the quality of the equipment, meaning it is best to keep your wiring in a neat and clean state. 

-This particular stand also allows you to add a pop filter. Which are used to minimise popping sounds. 

-So back onto the microphone. This condenser microphone requires a certain amount of power to work, which is 48v, meaning an audio interface is essential, as long as it provides the correct amount of power. 

-So, the audio interface I am using is the Mackie ONYX Producer 2.2. You will definitely need an audio interface within your studio as it allows you to adjust certain elements of your audio, like the level using the ‘gain’ dial or the volume using the ‘monitor’ dial. 

-So, you will need to connect your microphone into an input of your interface. With this particular interface, I am provided with 2 microphone inputs, which enables me to record from 2 different microphones. The interface also comes with a headphone or speakers jack, which enables me to listen to my audio as I’m recording. 

-In this example I am using ‘Closed cup headphones’, which means they completely seal and cover your ears and are made with a sound absorbing material. These types of headphones are very important when it comes to recording professional audio, as they prevent sound from leaking out of the headphones, as well as into the headphones. 

-After setting up and connecting your microphone and headset, you will then need to connect a recorder, to record all of your sound. In this example, I will be using a Mac with ‘Adobe Audition’ which is an audio editing software, which enables me to precisely mix and edit my sound. The software also helps me determine the quality of my sound through metering which is a tool that measures my sound using decibels. In audition, I am given a ‘levels panel’, which monitors signals during recording and playback. The yellow indicates that my audio is reaching a very high level, whereas the red indicates that my audio is too loud which is also indicating by clipping sounds and distortion. This is why it is probably safe to keep your audio within the green sections of the meter as it indicates that your sound is at a good level. 

-And this is the finished studio set up. I hope you’ve enjoyed my guide on how I put together these 2 types of set ups. 

